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What is Futsal? 

Futsal, relatively a new game to this country, yet played over the last 75 years in South America and the rest of the world, 

Futsal is the UEFA and FIFA recognized version of 5-a-side football. This beginner’s manual provides the basic concepts of the 

principles and the laws of the game. To fully understand these principles in depth it will take further investigation. The 

challenge for all of us coaching futsal is how we get that information across to the players in a way which will benefit every 

player taking part in your session. We should always consider the maturity a player possesses and if we are to develop them 

we should apply the follow i.e. technical, tactical, physical and mental, these are added to your planned session / season you 

should reach your coaching goal therefore the player should improve as an individual and benefit his/her team goal. 

Futsal is a wonderful highly entertaining game and has definite pathways through to developing every player’s technical side. 

When studying the game in depth it can be used as the basis of 11-a-side football and can be used to improve the player’s 

involvement in that form of the game too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What makes Futsal benefits Special? 

FUTSAL IS A KIND OF FOOTBALL THAT IS PLAYED: 

•   Indoors  

•   On a reduced sized pitch 

•   With reduced sized goals 

•   With smaller teams (4 outfield and 1 GK) 

•   With a special ball (smaller that bounces less) 

•   Players getting more touch of the ball 

•   More technical demand•    

 With special rules that make the game fast, dynamic, nonviolent and enjoyable 

•   In two twenty minute periods (excluding stoppages) 

•   With an unlimited number of substitutions 

•   With no off side 

 No overhead height rule 

In a 40 minute Futsal match, a field player on a team using a dynamic rotations e.g 2-1-1, 1-1-2, or 1-2-1 system, to create 

and take advantage of space will touch the ball once every 29.5 seconds, that's just over 70 possessions per player per match, 

if the player plays the entire match.  This compares to only 30 to 40 possessions per player in a full 90 minute football match 

(number will vary by position and the system your team plays. 

The majority of possessions in Futsal are quick 1 or 2 touch combinations.  In Futsal players who put their head down and try 

three or more touch usually find themselves double marked. 

A typical football player runs 3 to 5 miles, in a full 90 minute outdoor football game on a narrow football field (distance run 

varies by position played and style of play of team). 

The same player in a 40 minute Futsal match, with a team playing a dynamic system of play, will run 2.5 miles as striker, 3.1 

miles as defender and 3.7 miles as a wing midfielder. 

Futsal rewards the same basic skills, tactics and knowledge of the game as the 11v11 outdoor game. 

In a statistical study comparing Futsal to indoor arena football with walls, players touch the ball 210% more often. 

With limited space, an out of bounds and constant opponent pressure, improved ball control skills and technique are 

required. 

With limited space, constant opponent pressure and a 4 second restart rule players learn to play and think fast. 

Without a wall as a crutch, players must make supporting runs when their team mates have the ball. 



Motivation to play and develop Futsal 

Development of players 

The game rewards players who keep their head up, who control the ball, who support their team mates and who use one and   

two touch combination play to work with team mates.  

 Faster Play 

 Speed, Agility, Quickness (SAQ) 

The benefit to a Football player, of playing Futsal matches under the pressure of restricted time, space and pressure, is an 

improvement in: 

 Speed of reaction with the ball  

 Speed of reaction without the ball  

 Speed of decision-making  

 Speed of performing football specific skills 

 Speed in changing directions 

 Speed at which feints can be performed 

 Speed at which defense is played  

 Speed of transition from Attack to Defense  

 Speed of transition from Defense to Attack 

 Speed of goalkeepers reactions  

 Speed of team combination play 

 

Futsal the perfect tool to develop and improve technique, tactical understanding, agility, coordination and also the players’ 

speed in both Futsal and11 a side football. 

Accessibility 

•   Little infrastructure is required 

•   It is possible to use existing facilities (e.g. schools, universities, sports centers etc..) 

•   It is easy to start playing because not many players are needed 

•   It is accessible in regions and communities where it is difficult to play 11 a side football due to climate or because of lack 

of space (e.g.  cities, isolated communities, deprived areas) 

•   It is accessible to women and children. 

 



 

 

Fitness Benefits  

In a football match a player runs 3 to 5 miles in a full 90 minute outdoor football game on a narrow football field 

(distance run varies by position played and style of play of team).  The same player in a 40 minute Futsal match, with a 

team playing a dynamic system of play, will run 2.5 miles as striker, 3.1 miles as defender and 3.7 miles as a midfielder 

In a 50 minute Futsal match, a field player on a team will touch the ball once every 29.5 seconds that's just over 80 

touches per player per match, if the player plays the entire match.   

This compares to only 30 to 40 touches per player in a full 90 minute outdoor football match (number varies by position 

and the style of football the team plays). 

 

 New careers for players, coaches, referees, administrators etc… 

 New opportunities for member associations to host and qualify for international tournaments opportunity to learn 

another language  

 New opportunities for cooperation with NGO’s, government authorities, private sponsors etc... 

 Chance to play 5-a-side as a professional football player 

 One of the fastest developing sport in the world 

 Associated with Football but avoids its saturated market 

 An attractive game (lots of goals, better technical players )  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why Futsal players benefits over 5-a-side  
 
FUTSAL 

 1. Five players on court- rolling substitutions 

 2. Played to lines, ball is returned to play with a “Kick-In 

 3. Use of wider and longer pitch 

 4. All the players allowed to enter penalty areas 

 5. No height restriction on ball 

 6. Use of Square Goals (3m x 2m) 

 7. Use of Futsal ball (30 per cent reduced bounce) 

 8. 5 Foul Limit – No wall for Direct free Kick from ten meters after fifth foul 

  
 
 

FIVE-A-SIDE FOOTBALL 

  

 1. Five players on court-limited substitutions 

 2. No By or End lines – use of rebound boards. Ball constantly in play 

 3. Standard length of pitch 

 4. Only Goalkeepers permitted to enter penalty areas 

 5. Use of restriction on height of the ball 

 6. Use of rectangular goals  (4.8m X 1.2m) 

 7. Use of Football – size 5 for adults 

 8. Unlimited Fouls 

 

11-a-side 

1. Football is an outdoor game while Futsal is an indoor game. 

2. Football has 11 players while Futsal is played with 5 players. 

3. In a game of football, three substitutions are allowed while there are unlimited substitutions in a game of Futsal. 

4. The half time in Football is 45 minutes while it is 20 minutes in Futsal. While there are no time-outs in Football, there is one 

time out per half per team in Futsal. 

5. In the game of football, no substitute is allowed for a player who is sent off the ground. On the other hand, the player who 

is set off the ground is replaced by a substitute after two minutes of the game in Futsal. 

6. Running clock is standard in Football whereas Stop clock is the standard in Futsal. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Futsal Court Markings 

 



Course Information: 

License Accreditation: 

Successful participants will receive the UKFA Futsal Coaching License Accreditation. Pre-requisites (mandatory):  

To attain the full accreditation participants must have one of the following qualifications:  

 Registered teacher  

 Level 1, 2, or 3 coach in another sport;  

 University postgraduate/under graduate 

No Post Course Work is required. 

License: Coaches are informally assessed and deemed competent level 1,2,3 based on the criteria from the coaching 

checklist. 

A higher standard of planning, thinking, observing and organization would be expected should you wish to qualify for the 

license accreditation. You will have a number of opportunities on the course to develop your coaching/referee skills. 

License Level 

In order to be accredited, a coach will simply need to show that they have displayed all 3  levels competencies.  

How will the course be presented? 

Model Sessions 

•   Level 1 is the first shows your organization e.g. Session Planning form which is to be completed and given to the coach 

prior to your practices sessions. 

• Level 2. Provide a realistic and challenging activity session for players 

• Level 3 Provide clear key technical aspects (Key factors) for the game being delivered. 

•  You will complete a Self-Reflection Checklist which you will be asked to fill out following one or more of your sessions. This 

will help you to better understand which areas need more attention and which are already well developed in your practices. 

•   You will be asked to Peer observation form which you may be asked to complete to provide some feedback form others in 

the group. 

•   You will need to print off three (2) copies of each of the above documents and bring them with you to the course. 

This paperwork will help you in your development as a coach. A coach will watch your sessions and provide feedback via any 

of these methods. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

The Purpose of Teaching Methodology 

At this stage it is necessary to use a language that will teach young people, suggesting the activities with energy and 

enthusiasm. Positive body language and individual alteration are good tips. 

 

 Coaches should respect individual differences and propose activities easily understood for the appropriate age 

 When planning the activities coaches should always have alternative and variations to use if necessary 

 Repeat to learn the vary to motivate 

 Provide a realist and challenging session for players 

 Adopt an appropriate coaching style 

 Improve individual, group and team understanding 

 Deliver correct technical information 

 The student should have more success than failures 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Model Session Methodology 

The following will apply when you are conducting each Main Part of the session. 

Your role is to show the participant at least one change to make it easier or more challenging (not more than two) and an 

explanation of why you adopt the session, e.g. the blue team were not keeping the ball so I changed the rules etc, then point 

out the effect the change has had. 

 You will show how a coach should behave by not only making changes to the session to improve performance but by 

encouraging good play and 

showing good examples, i.e. when you see a player do something that you are looking for, e.g. a shot at goal or a supporting 

run then let them 

(as well as the others in the team) know that it was good so that they all get a picture of good performance. 

If it needs you/coach/player to show a quick demo then do it! As long as it takes no more than 15 -30 seconds. 

 One of the most important things we want the coaches to keep is their character, we don’t want coaches stalking 

the sidelines and calling every pass and move. We would like to see coaches reinforce the rules, praise effort and 

good play and encourage as much as possible. 

 Remember that sometimes during a model session you will find the need to explain something in more detail. This 

will require a little more talk than you would do if you were the coach so you need to make it clear that in one 

instance you are the Coach then in the next you are the Coach of the team. 

 The Coach will probably talk a lot more but the Coach will simply: 

Make a change. 

 Observe/encourage,  

 show the players a good example if needed 

 Make a further change if necessary 



Futsal License Program Modules 

Introduce yourself and discussion on benefits of playing / coaching Futsal. 

 

Coach conducts (3) model sessions – Attacking play, defending play, Team rotation & formation. 

 

During you 20 min assessments each coach will need to demonstrate competence in one of the following: Attacking, 

Defending & Team rotation & formation.  

 

Coach to demonstrate correct Principle of Attack, defending, formation and rotation using 5 v 5 Game. 

 

Break for Lunch – (60 minutes) 

 

The Coach splits the students into groups each one will have a turn at coaching and demonstrating the sessions. 

All persons should make themselves available to participate in the sessions... Students break for refreshment and planning in 

groups to practice demonstrating and coaching the activities  

Assessment Practice – In groups students are to organize and coach the given (above) topic and receive feedback from the 

coach in a group setting so as to improve them and the entire groups’ technical understanding of the topic





Practical Coaching Observation Checklist 

 

This checklist supports the assessment of the license and provides learners with feedback on their session, also give the 

assessor the opportunity to give the learner feedback on their performance.

 

 

 

1. Does it look like futsal? 

 

 

 

Game based decisions are being made and the activity has: 

 

•   Area 

•   Rules 

•   Objective (target/goal) 

•   Opposition

 

2. Players are engaged in an 

activity/game within two minutes? 

 

 

Coach organises equipment 

 

•   Balls/Markers/Bibs etc. in correct places 

•   Communicates for group management purposes 

•   Gives clear instructions to ensure players understand what to do

3. games/activities are 

conducted in a safe coaching 

environment 

Area was inspected 

 

•   Games/activities are conducted away from fences 

•   Games/activities reduce possible collisions et

4. The coach used 

Demonstrations to reinforce topic in a positive 

manner. 

Comments are provided in positive language 

Key points are identified and reinforced with player



 

 

 

 

5. The Coach modified the 

session when necessary to challenge the 

players or to help them achieve a desired 

outcome? 

Games/activities are modified to the group• 

Players are not successful in achieving objective and motivation is 

waning 

•   Players are too successful and are becoming uninterested 

•   Games/activities are one sided

6. The players respond to the coach in a 

positive manner 

Activity levels are high 

Players are trying to achieve session objective 



 

 

 
Coach Education – Individual Session plan 

Topic (Session objective) 

Session Name: 

Organization details:  

Balls: 

Bibs:  

Markers: 

Players:      

Game instructions/demonstration:     

 

Diagram:   

 

 

 



 
 

 
Coach Educators – Assessment Checklist 

Name of participant:        Date: 

Competence / 

Performance Criteria Y N Comments 

1.  Was it an activity that looked like futsal? i.e. Game based decisions were being made and the activity had: Area Rules / 

Objective (target/ goal) Opposition 

2.  Were the players engaged in an 

activity/game within two (2) minutes? 

Transitions were made from one activity to the next (or modifications) within two (2) minutes. 

 

3.  Were the games/activities conducted in a safe coaching environment. 

 

4.  Communication skills ? Were the demonstrations clear, communicated positively and 

appropriately? i.e. Good “models.” Good use of Q and A. 

 

5.  The coach modified the session when necessary to challenge the players or help them achieve a desired outcome 

 

6.  The players responded in a positive manner i.e. actively involved. 



 
 

 
Coach Self-Reflection Checklist 

 

 

Name of participant: Date:      

Did you successfully deliver the following? 

 

Session criteria  What did you notice when conducting the 

activity/game? 

What would you do differently 

next time?

 

An activity that looked like futsal. 

Game based decisions were being 

made and the activity had: 

• Area 

• Rules 

• Objective (target/goal) 

• Opposition 

Players were engaged in an activity/ 

game within two minutes. 

Transitions were made from one activity to the next (or modifications) within two (2) minutes. 

Games/activities were conducted in a safe coaching environment. 

Demonstrations were used to reinforce topic in a positive manner. 

The session was modified? 

when necessary to challenge the players or to help them achieve a desired outcome. 

Players responded in a positive manner. 



 
 

 
Peer Observation Checklist 

Observe the nominated coach and provide feedback as to the level of criteria observed. Some discussion or suggestions may 

be made as to how you may change the session. 

Did the coach deliver the following? 

Session criteria Yes / No Comments 

An activity that looked like futsal. Game based decisions were being made and the activity had: 

• Area 

• Rules 

• Objective (target/goal) 

• Opposition 

Players were engaged in an activity/ 

game within two minutes. 

Transitions were made from one activity to the next (or modifications) within two (2) minutes. 

Games/activities were conducted in a safe coaching environment. 

Demonstrations were used to reinforce topic in a positive manner. 

The session was modified 

when necessary to challenge the players or to help them achieve 

a desired outcome.  

Players responded in a positive manner. 



 

 

 



 
 

 
Futsal Coaching Certificate Practices 

Key 

Unbroken Line =   Balls path 

Broken Line =   Players’ run without the ball 

Unbroken line together   =   player dribbling the ball with Broken line 

 

Notes 

 All warm ups to be done using dynamic stretches•    

 Communication and the use of both feet must be encouraged in every practice 

 Futsal Music were appropriate  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Warm up drill 

Organization: 

•   Half court 

•   Number your players 1 – 4 etc… 

 

rules / Instructions: 

Players move around the square passing to the next number 

Once the player makes a pass they must run around a cone before 

re - entering the game (a different cone each time thus guaranteeing at least 6 passes and “runs”) 

Make sure that players are doing “dynamic” stretches as they go 

Knees up in front, heels up (behind), open the gate close the gate, striking and imaginary ball, carioca etc… 

 

Variations: 

 

This is a good time to introduce controlling techniques each time a player 

Receives the ball. Some of these are: 

•   Trap the ball with the sole of the foot and pass with the same foot. 

•   Trap the ball with the sole of the foot and pass with the other foot. 

•   Passing with the inside of the foot. 

•   Passing with the outside of the foot (flick pass). 

•   Toe-poke passes. 

 

Notes for coachs / Coaching Points: 

•   Show players the appropriate part of the foot with which to strike the ball 

•   Show the players how strike the correct ball surface; 

•   Encourage players to use both feet  

•   Explain Accuracy; correct weight; timing 
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Basic Defensive Fundamentals 

Delaying: 

 

The main objectives of delaying are: 

•   To stop the vertical progress of the ball either by being carried or passed by the attacker in possession  

•   To gain time to regroup quickly and in a organised manner after the loss of possession  

 

Example of Delaying Session – A 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organization: 

 
Full Court 

 

 
Rules / Instructions: 

 
The Defender starts on an imaginary line between 2 
and 3 

 
1 passes to either 2 or 3 and follows the ball 

 
2 or 3 then attempt to dribble the ball into the “D” 

within 4 seconds while the defender runs back and 

attempts to slow down his progress 

 

 

 

 

 

Coaching Points: 

•   Close down ball carrier quickly, lead them to the sideline 

•   Do not over commit by running past the line of the ball    

thus allowing the a square pass 

•   Body position is critical (Show to sideline body side on) 



 
 

 
Basic Defensive Fundamentals 

Example of Delaying Session – B 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 

Full Court 
 

 
rules / Instructions: 

 
The red player (1) strikes the ball to the goalkeeper 
(imitating a shot) 

once the ‘keeper has the ball in their hands the red player 

(1) runs back to help red (2) who becomes the main 

defender. 
 

As soon as the keeper has the ball they can throw it to 
either yellow 1 or 

2 who will start an attack to the other goal. 

Coaching Points: 
 
•   The main defender must close down ball carrier quickly, 
lead them to 

the sideline 
 
•   Do not over commit by running past the line of the ball 
thus allowing 

the a square pass to #3 
 
•   Body position is critical 
 
•   The recovering defender communicated with the main 
defender 

taking up a position to assist 



 

 

 
 

 
Covering & Helping 

•   The main objective of covering is: 

•   To help the defender overtaken by the attacker in possession 

•   The main types of covering are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: In relation to a defensive line = the central defender covers the middle of the court whilst being vigilant of his own 

man 

The last defender places himself in front of the attacking target player 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: In a diagonal set up 



 

 

•   All the covering defenders populate the side of the court where the ball 

    carrier is and block the passing lanes across to the opposite side line 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Covering & Helping 

 

 

Examples Of Covering Sessions 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 1 shows players (a) and (b) swapping passes whilst player (1) closes down the ball carrier and (2) provides 

cover.  

Example 2 shows that as the ball travels from a to b player 2 closes down the ball carrier and 1 provides cover 

Coaching Points: Close down quickly without over committing, come across in cover as the ball travels. 
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Covering & Helping 

In this example the yellow player has the ball in a central position and the defenders arrange themselves as shown with the 

main defender pressing 

the ball carrier and the others covering 
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Below: the ball is with the player in a wider position and the defender 

closest pressures the ball carrier with the other two covering 

 

These practices can be done by the three yellows passing the ball 

Among themselves but not moving forward whilst the reds practice their 

30 pressuring and covering 
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Regrouping - is the re organization of Team Defending 

The main objectives of regrouping are: 

•   To avoid or to minimise the effects of a counterattack 

•   To regain a defensive set up, quickly and in a organised manner, after 

the loss of possession 

•   To minimise numerical inferiority situation 

THE REASON THAT IT IS CRITICAL TO GUARD THE AREA AROUND THE CENTRAL PART OF THE “D” IS THAT AROUND 95% OF 

ALL GOALS SCORED IN FUTSAL ARE FROM THIS AREA. 

 

Examples Of Regrouping Sessions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
Full court 
 

 
rules / Instructions: 

 
Two yellows try to score against 4 reds. The yellows must 
shoot within 10 
seconds or forfeit possession they cannot use the two 

“resting” yellows 
in the other half. On the turnover of possession the two 
yellow attackers must retreat and regroup, the main 
defender must be one of the “resting” yellows. This will 
provide practice for the retreating players in regrouping 
or reorganizing defence. 



variations: 
 
Teams change roles 
 

 
Notes for Coachs / Coaching Points 
 

•   The main defender MUST delay the progress of the ball 
as much as 
possible without committing themselves to a challenge 
 
•   The main area to be covered by the retreating  
defenders is the top of 
the “D” 



 

 

 
 

 
Weak and Strong side Concept 

The strong side of the court is the side where the ball is where we need to concentrate our defensive efforts. 

The weak side is the opposite side and our marking whilst keeping an eye on our opponents is much looser 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Coaching Points to be explained in games 

•   Put pressure on the ball carrier ( main defender) and support the main defender (others)  

•   To “shepherd” the ball backwards and across to the opposite sideline via their central playmaker 

•   To block passing lanes across the court 



 
                                   Teaching Creative Attacking Play and Dynamic Attacking  

 

While most coaches and trainers credit Futsal with improving skills, teams that use any of Futsal's dynamic systems of play 

learn to play creative attacking football. 

Prior to the 1950's Futsal was played with a single defender and three attacking players.  This system, referred to as the 1-3 is 

still used in the last few minutes of matches when a team is behind and willing to take risk to score goals.  Because the 

defender didn't go forward to score and the attacking players didn't come back to defend this was a very static style of play. 

 

In the 1950's teams started playing a 2-2 system with 2 defenders and 2 attacking players.  Because the two defenders 

stayed in the back and the two attacking players stayed closer to the opponent's goal this was also a very static style of play.  

This style is still used by very young teams just learning to play the game. 

 

In the very late 1950's the first of the dynamic styles of play became popular with the introduction of the 3-1 system with 

three defenders and a single attacking player.  This system was the first of many dynamic systems that allow a team to 

creatively attack an opponent and force the opposing defense to make mistakes.  

 

Attacking Play in General Play 

Comes from the turnover of possession from the opposition and therefore wherever the turnover happens the first decision of 

the individual or group is how organised is the opposition is in defence when the turnover has occurred. This then gives the 

first coaching hints to the attackers as: 

•   If unorganised can the attackers get to the goal and score quickly? i.e. counter attack 

•   If organised how do we  break open the defence to create uneven or out of balances of the opposition’s defence including     

1v1 ? Playing 5v5 the coach is focused on the following coaching points to break open the defensive shape of an organised 

defence: 

•   Support options for the ball carrier left right middle and back 

•   Pace and movement of the pass and run into the next support position 

•   Movement ideas dependant on defensive shape and organisation i.e. zonal man on man or mixed defence 

•   Diagonal support positions i.e. player diagonal to the ball as middle ally. 

•   Support or movement runs between defensive lines 

•   Isolation of attacking 1v1 opportunities 

•   Safety pass options if team under pressure 

•   Movements in and out of targets (pivot) positions if players are trained to be strong on the ball when their backs are to 

the opposition goal 

•   Screening or blocking to aid in ball advancement and shooting 

•   Body positions of supporting players facing towards the middle of the pitch 

Obviously ball retention to enable team aim of shooting of goal is dependant on the technical ability of the team in 

possession.  For Junior and 



In experienced teams the practice would be reduced in defensive numbers to allow more sequences of passing and would be 

strengthened to out of balance in defence if the technical ability and understanding become advanced this is the change it 

philosophy. 

 

 
The ability of the team to keep possession of the ball is due to individual technical ability and individual and group movement 

off the ball.  Players who move into non-supporting positions limit the ball carriers ability to make passing options to that 

particular player so his run has taken him out of play for the seconds he is not a passing option. Therefore it needs to be 

indicated to all players that running for the sake of running could be wasted energy and unproductive to team build up. 

The Coach conducts a 5 v 5 “real game” showing and discussing the key elements in attacking play. 



 
 

The Creative Zone 

 

 
Futsal, is played in the Defensive Third, the Midfield (Transition) Third and the Attacking (Scoring) Third of the Pitch (creation 

zone). 

 

To encourage players to be more creative a different psychological approach is used to encourage youth Futsal players in 

many other countries.  This alternate view defines four areas of play on the pitch.   

The Defensive Zone is the quarter of the pitch closest to the goal your team is defending. The Transition Zone is the quarter of 

the pitch from the Defensive Zone to the midfield line.   

The Attacking (Scoring) Zone, form which most goals are scored, is the area in front of and closest to your opponent's goal.  

The rest of the attacking half of the pitch is the Creative Zone . . . the area where a team creates attacks on their opponent's 

goal.  Players taught to use the Creation Zone to create scoring opportunities have a much better concept of which areas of 

the pitch can be used to create successful attacks.   

Attacking is the phase of play that requires most practice and experience. For a positional or gradual build up attack to be 

successful requires patience, knowing how to read and understand the game and how to cause the opposing defence to 

become disorganised and take advantage of this. A quick attack to be effective needs speed, accuracy and an element of 

surprise. 

The easiest way to see the possible patterns of movement and rotations that can be used to create attacking opportunities in 

the 3-1 is to draw a Futsal court on a sheet of paper and then play "what if".   

Put a coin on the paper close to the opponent's goal and label it target player.  Then place three coins at the mid-court in the 

4, 6 and 8 o'clock positions for three teammates.   

Now if the target player moves to the left side of the court what space is created and which player(s) can move to use it?  If 

the target player checks back to their teammate with the ball what space is created and which player(s) can move to use it?  

What happens if the target player checks back towards their teammate with the ball and the ball is simply chipped over the 

target player to the space that has been created?  

There are over a hundred creative attacking options that can be used by a team using movement, rotations, exchanges, 

takeovers, chip passes, cross court movement and passes, feints and other techniques to create and effectively use the 

limited space available on a Futsal court.   

There are many dynamic systems of attacking play including: 

3 - 1 with a static target player  

3 - 1 with different players rotating through the front as target player  

4 - 0 with any combination of the four back court players attacking in an almost unlimited number of combinations, rotations 

and patterns  

Roof system with five court players (including the keeper)  

Carousel with constant rotations  

1 - 2 - 1 with players playing more like the diamond on a playing card with the target player static 1 - 2 - 1 with players 

playing more like the diamond on a playing card with different players taking turns rotating through the target player 

position  
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2 - 1 - 1 with two defenders, a midfielder and a attacking player  

Y or 1 - 1 - 2 with a defender, a midfielder and two attacking players  

 

 

 
Session: - Quick Attack - After winning the ball 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
Full Court. 
 
 
rules / Instructions: 

 
The Yellow team attacks with just one against four red 
defenders. Two other yellows wait in their own half. The 
fourth player of the attacking team waits just off the 
court as shown. When the red team wins the ball 
they launch a quick counter attack, as soon as they win 
the ball #5 yellow recovers to help whilst the player who 
lost possession tries to get the ball back. The players on 
the red team try to score before the yellows can organize 
themselves. 
 

variations: 
 
Impose a time limit on the attack 
 
 
Coaching Points: 
 
•   The player who wins the ball hes to move toward the 
centre in order 
to create two channels for their team mates to use 
 
•   Once the ball is won speed is crucial but without losing 
accuracy 
 
•   Always finish even if the ball goes out so that the 
opponents cannot 
counter attack 



 

 

 
 

 
Attack 

Session: Quick attack on wing – Creating a 

numerical advantage on the wing by a quick attack 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
Full Court normal game - game starts with both 
teams in half field as shown. 
 
 
rules / Instructions: 
 
The yellows attack against a compact defence. The 
goalkeeper has 
a supply of balls. Once the move has finished two 
players from 
defending team (red) quickly run out, one to each 
wing to create 
a numerical advantage. The goalkeeper passes the 
ball to the player in the best position. 

variations: 
 
•   If the attack ends in a goal the attacking team starts 
another move 
 
•   Set a time limit for both teams 
 
 
Coaching Points: 
 
•   The two players who come out at speed along the 
wings have to 
do so one or two seconds apart. The first player is a decoy 
and the second offers the element of surprise 
 
•   The goalkeeper’s body language when distributing the 
ball should 
indicate the opposite side to that where the ball will 
actually be played. 



 

 

 
 

 
Attack 

Session: Positional or built up attacks - 

Successive positional attacking practice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
Half of the court is used 
 
 
rules / Objectives: 
 
4 yellows attack 5 reds as shown. The same team 
always attacks to 

variations: 
 

•   Set a time limit for each attack 
 
•   Minimum number of passes before they can score 
 
•   Put a target in the other half for the defenders to get 
the ball to ( this 
is how they might score) 

start with. If the ball goes out or is stopped by the goalkeeper the coach    
located in the other half of the court will start the game 
again by passing the ball to the attacking team. The 
teams change after a certain amount 
of attacks (determined by the coach). 

Coaching Points: 
 
•   The speed of  the passes is more important then the 
speed of the 
players in this case 
 
•   Long lateral passes should be avoided as they are 
dangerous when faced with an organized defence 



 
 

 
Futsal Formations 

 
(30 mins) the coach shows any three practices 

When we talk about formations we don’t mean rigid organizations but rather the organized occupation of the pitch in 

accordance with certain objectives, roles and functions. This distribution is used to establish a series of interactions between 

members of the team (tactics) in order to achieve the objective without losing organizational balance. Formations must be 

dynamic and flexible as they are constantly being broken down and reorganized during play. Several different formations are 

used in Futsal nowadays, with the formation selected depending on the players on the pitch, the opponents and the 

circumstances of the match. 

 

 

Attacking Formations - 1-1-2-1 (1-3-1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advantages 
 
•   With three players in the build up zone, the player 
with the ball is offered support to the left, right and in 
front, the pace and control of the game can be better 
dictated 
 
•   If possession is lost there is a defensive balance 

Disadvantages 
 
•   A specialist pivot is required who can play with their 
back to goal, as 
well as players who are good at passing and shooting 
 
•   If the players are not patient and choose the wrong 
pass this can lead 
to counterattacks 
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Futsal Formations 

Session A -  1.1.2.1. (1.3.1) Attacking Formation 

-  Pass to Pivot and shoot (4 v 3 attack) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
4 attackers (yellow) play against 3 defenders (red) plus a 
goalkeeper in 
one half of the court. The yellow team has a goalkeeper 
at the other end. Should the defenders win the ball they 
can counter attack until they shoot 
/ score or the coach stops the game. The game starts 
again when the coach serves the ball into the yellows at 
half way. The pivot moves freely and cannot be marked 
and cannot score but must pass to another team mate 
who can score. 

 
 

variations: 
 
•   Time limit to score 
 
•   Pivot cannot pass the ball back to the same player, the 
ball must go 
to another player which encourages “third man running” 
 

•   Add another “defender” making it 4 v 4 in half a pitch 
 
•   USE ADOPT SESSION PHILOSOPHY 



Coaching Points: 
 
•   The body positions of the three attackers in order to 
keep the pivot in view 
 
•   Patience in the build up until a safe passing channel is 
found 
 
•   The pivot should continually make themselves 
available for a pass 
 
•   Movements to support the pass must be made in a 
quick and staggered (checked) way 
 
•   Use feints to lose markers 



 

 

 
 

 
Futsal Formations 

 

Session B - Creating Passing Channels to the Pivot 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
5 v 5 on a full court as shown 
 

 
rules / Instructions: 
 
1.3.1. Attacking position 
 
Three yellows pass the ball among themselves 
interchanging positions inside their own half until they 
can find the pivot with a through pass. The reds cannot 
go into the other half to win possession and the fourth 
red marks the pivot. Once the ball is passed into the 
pivot the other two 
yellows can move to support the pivot leaving one to 
defend. 

variations: 
 
•   Set a time limit for passing the ball to the pivot 
 
•   Defending team can launch a counter attack once 
they win possession 
 
 
Coaching Points: 
 
The same as the previous session 



 
 

 
Futsal Formations 

 

1.2.2 Formation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Advantages: 
 
•   Very effective if there are two very skilful players in 
the build up line: 
numerical advantage can be achieved by winning one 
against ones 
 
•   When the opponents defend very deep, this is a good 
system for long 
range shooting or balls to the far post 

 

 
 

Disadvantages: 
 
•   Support is not very strong. Not much defensive balance 
if the ball is 
lost, this is when opponents can easily counter attack 
 
•   Limited opportunities for players to interchange 
positions because of 
the distance between them 



 

 

 
 

 
Futsal Formations 

 

 

Session A - Working on the 1.2.2 Attacking Formation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
4 Yellows and their GK v 2 reds and their GK as shown 
 
 
rules / Instructions: 
 
Four yellows attack two reds that form the first line of 
defence. The two attackers in the build up zone can pass 
the ball to each other, beat a defender with a one 
against one or pass the ball to one of their team mates 
in the scoring zone. The players up front have to 
coordinate 
their movements with the ball to create passing 
channels but without significantly distorting the shape 
of the formation. If they don’t receive a pass they return 
to their position. The movement can be finished by any 
member of the attacking team (yellows) 

variations: 
 
Depending on the desired objective different rules can be 
applied: that there must be a one against one before 
passing the ball: there must be 
a certain number of passes before a pass can be made 
into the finishing 
zone: only finishing at the far post is allowed. 
 
 
Coaching Points: 
 
•   Body position in order to see all attacking team mates 
/ Speed of passes 
 
•   Players without the ball have to continually try to open 
up passing channels 
 
•   Using unexpected movements in the opposite direction 
of the ball to 
confuse the opposition 



 

 

Futsal Formations 

Session B - Practicing the 1.2.2 Formation in a 

match situation 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
Set up a normal 5 v 5 
 
 
rules / Instructions: 
 
A real game is played but the defending is only allowed 
in a team’s own 
half. In the situation (above) the attacking option is 
determined by the 
ball carrier. This player has to read their team mates 
movements and the defender’s positions. If the 
defenders win the ball they can counter attack. 

variations: 
 
•   Set a time limit to finish the move 
 
•   A points system or finishing could be applied 
depending on the priority of objectives i.e. 1 point if the 
goal is scored at far post: 2 points if a 
goal is scored after a player beats the defender with a 
dribble: 3 points 
if a goal is scored from outside the penalty area etc… 
 
 
Coaching Points: 
 
•   Body position in order to see all attacking team mates 
/ Speed of passes 
 
•   Players without the ball have to continually try to open 
up passing channels 
 
•   Using unexpected movements in the opposite direction 
of the ball to 
confuse the opposition 



 

 

 
 

 
Transitions 

 

 

Session: Reduced Space – 

Constant repetition of transitions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Organization: 
 
Play a 3 v 3 game on half a pitch with two goalkeepers, a 
real game. The reduced amount of space means that 
there are constant transitions, both offensive and 
defensive. 
 
 
variations: 
 
The game can be played one touch, two touch or 
unrestricted touches. 

Coaching Points: 
 
•   When a team loses the ball, the players should not be 
distracted, they 
should only be concerned with dropping back to defend 
 
•   One defender should try to hold up the 
counterattacking opponent, not to dispossess them but to 
slow them down and give the other defenders time to get 
back into position 



 

 

 
 

 
Transitions 

Transitions are a really exciting part of Futsal as they demonstrate the 

speed, skill, teamwork and passion of the game. 

 

Defensive Transitions: 

Sessions: Defensive Transition after an 

Attempt on goal: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
The red team attacks from a gradual build up. When the 
move has finished, the player who shot at goal and the 
corresponding defender take no further part in the 
session. The defending team (yellows) rapidly turn to 
attack while the reds now defend in a 3 v 3 situation. 
 
 
variation: 
 
A time limit is set 

Coaching Points: 
 
•   When a team loses the ball, the players should not be 
distracted, they 
should only be concerned with dropping back to defend 
 
•   One defender should try to hold up the 
counterattacking opponent, not to dispossess them but to 
slow them down and give the other defenders time to get 
back into position 
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Offensive Transitions 

 

Session: Numerical Inequalities – working on the effectiveness of offensive transitions and numerical advantages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Organization: 
 
Full court 
 
 
rules / Instructions: 
 
Both teams have a goalkeeper and a defender in their 
own half of the court and two attackers in the other half. 
None of the players can enter 
the other half of the court. The goalkeeper can pass the 
ball directly to his team mates in the other half of the 
court to start a two v one or pass the ball to his team 
mate nearby. This player must then try to pass the ball to 
their team mates in the other half. The game starts when 
the red attacker has a shot and it is saved by the keeper. 

variations: 
 
If the attacking team player closest to the goalkeeper 
receives the ball 
and manages to pass it to their team mates in the other 
half they can join the attack to make it three  v  one 
attack. This can be played two against three and three 
against two. Set a time limit on transition before a shot. A 
limit of touches can be imposed on the transition 
 
 
Coaching Points: 
 
•   The most important point is that the attacks of the 
second line open 
up clear passing channels 
 
•   Once the ball is received by the players in the second 
line, speed is 
the key. 



 
 

 
Offensive Transitions 

 

 

Transition Session 1. 

 
 
 

2 X 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
Full court 
 
 
rules / Instructions: 
 
The game starts when the goalkeeper passes the ball to 
player (a) who runs with the ball to either score 
themselves or combine with (b) who supports. 
 
•   The attackers have a pre determined time to score 
 
•   Should the defender (yellow) win the ball or the 
keeper make a save the roles are reversed and player 
(a) comes off and the game starts again when a yellow 
reserve player comes on to help making it 2 ( yellows) v 
1 (red) going the other way. ( red (b) returns to defend 

variations: 
 
•   The defending player (s) start on the half way line 



 

 

 
 

 
Offensive Transitions 

 

 

Transition Session 2. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

2 X 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization: 
 
Full court 
 
 
rules / Instructions: 
 
Goalkeeper passes to either # 1 or # 2 (yellow) who can 
attack any goal and try to score in a pre determined 
time whilst the defenders respond accordingly. i.e. the 
red player at the opposite end must recover to help out. 
 
If the defender should win the ball or the goalkeeper 
makes a save the red team are then able to attack the 
opposite goal and the yellow team must defend two v 
two 

Coaching Points: 
 
Defence 
 
•   Close the ball carrier quickly 
 
•   Regroup, Delay, Cover 
 
Attack 
 
•   Quick ball movement – carry or pass 
 
•   Quick effective decision making 
 
Add the substitutes gradually to add realism. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Transitions 

 

 

Transition Session 3. 

 

 
 

4 X 4 X 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coaching points: 
 
The ball carrier MUST have two support players in front of the ball and 

one behind at all times or risk losing the ball (determined by the Organization: 
 

Full court 
 
 

rules / Instructions: 
 

The red team starts the game by passing the ball to any one of their players, once the ball is touched by the next red player 

the yellows can begin to defend. 
 

The goal which the reds will attack is determined by their first touch i.e. the direction of that players’ first touch. 
 

Naturally the yellows attack the opposite goal once they gain possession as normal. 
 

After 3 minutes change the teams and bring in the blue team 
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New Rules 2012 
 
 
1. After playing the ball, a goalkeeper touches it again in his own half of the pitch after it has been deliberately kicked to 
him by a team-mate without an opponent playing or touching it (the goalkeeper is considered to be in control of the ball by 
touching it with any part of his body, except if the ball accidentally rebounds off him); indirect free kick is awarded. 
 
2. A goalkeeper touches the ball with his hands inside his own penalty area after it has been kicked to him by a team-mate; 
 
3. A goalkeeper touches the ball with his hands inside his own penalty area after he has received it directly from a kick-in by a 
team-mate. 
Remember - it is not necessary for the goalkeeper to have the ball in his hands before the referees begin the 4-second count. 
  
 
  
Preamble 
 
*An asterisk indicates that play shall be restarted with a dropped ball on the penalty area line at the place nearest to the 
position of the ball when play was stopped, or with an indirect free kick from the penalty area line at the place nearest to the 
position of the ball when play was stopped, or with a direct free kick to the defending team from any point in its own penalty 
area.  
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LAW 1 – THE PITCH 
 
1.If the crossbar is displace during a match due to breakage or defective manufacture and there are no available means of 
repairing or replacing it, shall the match be abandoned?  
 
Yes. The crossbar is a part of the goal and shall always be in place.  
 
2.Is it permitted to mark the pitch with broken lines?  
 
 
 
No.  
 
3.A goalkeeper or other player makes unauthorized marks on the pitch. What action shall the referees take?  
 
If the referees notice this before the match starts, they shall immediately caution the goalkeeper or player for unsporting 
behaviour.  
 
If the referees notice this during the match, they shall caution the player for unsporting behaviour when the ball next goes out 
of play.  
 
4.What qualities shall the lines that mark the pitch have?  
 
They shall be clearly visible and 3 inches wide. They shall be the same width as the goalposts and the crossbar.  
 
5.May different lines to those prescribed in Law 1 be marked on the pitch?  
 
This is not recommendable, but as futsal is normally played in halls used for a number of sports, these lines shall be permitted 
provided they do not mislead players and referees.  
 
6.When a corner kick is about to be taken, may the players of the defending team be closer than the mandatory marks 
painted off the pitch 15 feet from the corner arc and at right angles to the goal line?  
 



No. All players of the defending team shall remain at least fifteen feet from the corner arc until the ball comes into play.  
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7.Are goal nets compulsory?  
 
Yes.  
 
8.What is the minimum distance from the touch lines and goal lines at which advertising may be placed?  
 
One meter.  
 
 
 
9.What are the seating arrangements for the teams on the benches?  
 
The team officials and substitutes shall sit on the bench closest to the half that their team is defending. Consequently, the 
teams shall switch benches at the half-time interval.  
 
10.What is the minimum unobstructed ceiling height permitted for indoor halls?  
 
The minimum unobstructed height shall be four meters unless the competition regulations specify a greater height.  
 
11.What action shall the referees take if the ball hits the ceiling, or, for example, a basket attached to the ceiling?  
 
If the ball was in play, the referees shall stop the match and restart it with a kick-in to be taken by a player of the opposing 
team at a point level to where contact occurred and as close as possible to the place where the ball hit the ceiling or the 
object. If the ball was not in play, the game shall be restarted in accordance with the Laws of the Game.  
 
12.What distance shall there be between the touch lines and goal lines and the spectator protection barriers?  
 
The regulations of each competition shall stipulate the distance between these lines and the protection barriers, but the 
distance shall always be such as to guarantee the safety of those present.  
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LAW 2 – THE BALL 
 
 
 
1.May additional balls be placed around the pitch for use during a match?  
 
Yes, provided that they meet the requirements laid down in Law 2 and their use is controlled by the referees.  
 
2.Shall the ball be considered an object when it is used to strike an opponent?  
 
Yes.  
 
3.During the match, another ball enters the pitch. Shall the referees stop play immediately?  
 
The additional ball shall be treated as a foreign object and the referees shall only stop the match if the additional ball 
interferes with play. Play shall be restarted with a dropped ball at the place where the ball was located at the time the match 
was stopped *.  
 
In any case, the referees shall have the extra ball removed from the pitch at the earliest possible opportunity.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
1.A player accidentally crosses one of the lines marking the pitch boundaries. Shall he/she be considered to have left the pitch 
without the referees’ permission? 
 
No. 
 
2.A player in possession of the ball accidentally crosses the touch line or the goal line without the ball in order to beat an 
opponent. What action shall the referees take?  
 
Play shall continue. Accidently crossing the pitch boundaries for a moment shall be considered part of the game. However, the 
players shall remain on the pitch as a general rule.  
 
3.At what point shall a substitute be considered an active players?  
 
From the moment he/she enters the pitch in accordance with the substitution procedure.  
 
4.If, before the start of a match played under competition rules, a player is replaced by a named substitute without the 
referee having been notified, may this substitute continue to participate in the match?  
 
Yes, The referees shall caution the player for entering the pitch without their permission. If the advantage rule cannot be 
applied, the referees shall stop play and restart it with an indirect free kick to the opposing team from the place where the 
ball was located when play was stopped *.  
 
5.A substitute who is not participating in the match enters the pitch and kicks an opponent with excessive force. What action 
shall the referees take?  
 
The referees shall stop play, show the substitute the red card and send him off for violent conduct and restart play with an 
indirect free kick to the opposing team from the place where the ball was located when play was stopped *.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
6.A player who is due to be substituted refuses to leave the pitch. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall allow play to continue, as this does not fall under their jurisdiction.  
 
7.The refereeing team allows an unnamed substitute to enter the pitch and he/she scores a goal. What action shall the 
referees take?  
 
7.1If they realize their mistake before play has been restarted:  
 
The goal shall not be awarded. They shall instruct the player to leave the pitch. The player who has been substituted may 
return to the pitch or be replaced by another named substitute in accordance with the substitution procedure. Play shall be 
restarted with a dropped ball on the penalty area line at the point nearest to where the ball entered the goal.  
 



7.2If they realize their mistake during the match but after play has been restarted:  
 
The goal shall be awarded. The referees shall instruct the player to leave the pitch. The player who has been substituted may 
return to the pitch or be replaced by another named substitute in accordance with the substitution procedure. The match 
shall continue and the referee shall report the incident to the appropriate authorities. If play was stopped for this purpose, it 
shall be restarted with a dropped ball at the place where the ball was located when play was stopped *.  
 
7.3If they realize their mistake after the match:  
 
The goal shall be awarded. The referee shall report the incident to the appropriate authorities.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
8.A substitute enters the pitch and his/her team plays with an extra player. While the ball is in play, an opponent strikes 
him/her with excessive force. What action shall the referees take? 
 
They shall stop play, send off the player for violent conduct, caution the substitute for entering the field of play without the 
referees’ permission and instruct him/her to leave the pitch. The match shall be restarted with an indirect free kick to the 
opposing team from the place where the ball was located when play was stopped *. 
 
9.Player no. 4 is to be replaced by player no. 7. Player no. 4 leaves the pitch via the substitution zone. Before entering the 
pitch, player no. 7 strikes an opponent standing on the touchline with excessive force. What action should the referee take?  
 
They shall show no. 7 the red card and send him/her off for violent conduct. Player no. 4 may be replaced by another eligible 
substitute or may continue as a player, as the substitution was not completed.  
 
10.A player changes places with the goalkeeper without informing the referees. What action shall the referee take when the 
realize it? If the new goalkeeper touches the ball with his hands inside the penalty area, what action shall the referees take?  
 
In both cases, they shall allow play to continue. They shall caution both players for unsporting behavior when the ball next 
goes out of play.  
 
11.A substituted player leaves the pitch via the substitution zone, and the substitute, before entering the pitch via said zone, 
takes a kick-in or a corner kick, thus ignoring the substitution procedure state in Law 3 insofar as it relates to entry to the 
pitch. Is this action permitted?  
 
No, the substitution procedure state in Law 3 must first be completed. The player shall enter the pitch via the substitution 
zone.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
12.A player is substituted during the half-time interval. What is the substitution procedure? 
 
The third referee shall be informed and the player shall enter the pitch via the substitution zone. 
 
13.A substitute warming up behind his own goal notices that his team is in danger of conceding a goal. He enters the pitch 
and kicks the ball, thus preventing it from entering the goal. What action shall the referee take? What if the player commits 
deliberate handball as part of this action?  
 
 
In both cases, the referee shall stop play, send off the substitute for preventing an obvious goal scoring opportunity and 
award an indirect free kick to the opposing team from the place where the ball was located when play was stopped *. The 



referee shall make an additional report on the incident to the appropriate authorities.  
 
14.An outfield substitute, who is playing in the match but has not entered the pitch via the substitution zone, handles the ball 
deliberately. What action shall the referees take if they see the incident or are informed of it by the third referee or the 
timekeeper?  
 
They shall stop play if they cannot apply the advantage rule and caution the substitute for not entering the pitch via the 
substitution zone. The player may be sent off if the handball is considered unsporting behavior. If the player is only cautioned, 
he/she shall still leave the pitch to allow the correct substitution procedure to take place. If he is sent off, he shall leave the 
pitch for good. The match shall restart with an indirect free kick from the place where the ball was located when play was 
stopped *.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
15.A substitute who is playing in the match without having entered the pitch via the substitution zone is fouled by an 
opponent while the ball is in play. What actions shall the referees take?  
 
They shall stop play and caution the substitute for not entering the pitch via the substitution zone. The player shall then leave 
the pitch to allow the substitution procedure to be correctly observed. Depending on the nature of the offense, they shall also 
caution, send off or take no disciplinary action against the player who fouled the substitute. The match shall restart with an 
indirect free kick against the substitute’s team, which is the one that committed the first offense, the free kick shall be taken 
from the place where the ball was located when play was stopped *.  
 
16.A substitute, who has started playing but has not entered the pitch via the substitution zone, scores a goal. The referees 
realize this before play restarts after being alerted by the third referee or the timekeeper. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The goal shall not be awarded. They shall caution the player, who shall then leave the pitch to allow the substitution 
procedure to be correctly observed. Play shall be restarted with an indirect free kick from inside the penalty area *.  
 
 
 
17.In the scenario of question 16, what action shall the referees take if the opposing team scores the goal?  
 
They shall award the goal. They shall caution the offending player for entering the pitch without completing the substitution 
procedure and instruct him/her to leave the pitch to allow the substitution procedure to be correctly observed or to enable 
one of his/her team-mates to enter the pitch.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
18.Must a player who is to be substituted leave the pitch via the substitution zone? 
 
Yes. As an exception, a player may be allowed to leave the pitch via a different zone if he is injured or for any reason listed 
under Law 4. The substitution shall follow the correct procedure. 
 
19.Is it permitted for a goalkeeper to take a kick-in, corner kick, penalty kick, etc?  
 
Yes, he/she is also a team member.  
 
20.During a match, the goalkeeper comes out of his/her goal to stop an opponent, but only succeeds in putting the ball out 
for a kick-in. The goalkeeper’s momentum carries him off the pitch and before he can return, the kick-in is taken in 
accordance with Law 15 and a goal is scored. What actions shall the referees take?  
 



A goal shall be awarded, as no offense has been committed.  
 
21.Competition regulations state that all players must be named before kick-off. A team names only five players and the 
match begins. May other players who arrive after play has started take part?  
 
No.  
 
22.If no substitutes have been named and a player is sent off before play begins, may the affected team make up its number 
with a player who arrives at that moment?  
 
The team may use this player provided that the competition regulations do not prohibit this action.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
23.A team reports the substitutes’ names to the referee before the start of the match, but they arrive at the bench after kick-
off. Shall the referee admit them?  
 
Yes. However, any players whose names are given after the match has started shall not be admitted.  
 
24.A team with only three players is penalized with the award of a penalty kick and as a result, one of their players is sent off, 
leaving only two in the team. Shall the referee allow the penalty kick to be taken or shall he/she abandon the match?  
 
The match shall be abandoned without allowing the penalty kick to be taken. In the opinion of the International F.A. Board, a 
match may not continue if there are fewer than three players in either team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.A player from a team with only three players leaves the pitch to receive medical treatment. What actions shall the referees 
take?  
 
The match shall be stopped immediately at the next stoppage in play and shall not restart until the player has been 
substituted, or, if there are no more substitutes available, he/she has received treatment and returned to the pitch. If he/she 
is unable to return to the pitch and there are no more substitutes available, the match shall be abandoned.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
26.The board has ruled that a match may not continue if one of the teams has fewer than three players. A team of five 
players is playing against a team with only three. When the team consisting of five players is about to take a shot on goal, 
one of the players of the team of three deliberately leaves the pitch.  
 
aShall the referees stop play immediately?  
 
No. They shall apply the advantage rule if possible.  
 
bIf a goal is scored, shall they allow it?  
 
Yes  
 
cWhat further action shall the referees take?  
 



If the player who left the pitch does not return for the kick-off following the goal or is not substituted, the match shall be 
abandoned and a report on the player’s behavior shall be submitted to the appropriate authorities. If the player returns to the 
pitch, he/she shall be cautioned for deliberately leaving the pitch without the referees’ permission. If this is the player’s 
second caution of the match, the match shall be abandoned on grounds that his team has been left with fewer than three 
players, unless it was the other team that scored the goal, in which case said player shall be substituted by a team-mate and 
play may be restarted.  
 
 
 
27.A team playing with six players scores a goal and the referees notice this before play has restarted. What action shall the 
referees take?  
 
The goal shall not be awarded. Play shall be restarted with an indirect free kick from any point inside the penalty area *. The 
offending sixth player shall be cautioned for entering the pitch without the referees’ permission and shall be instructed to 
leave the field of play.  
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LAW 3 – THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 
28.A team playing against a team with six players scores a goal and the referees notice this before the restart of play. What 
actions shall the referees take?  
 
The goal shall be awarded. The offending sixth player shall be cautioned for entering the pitch without the referees’ 
permission and shall be instructed to leave the field of play.  
 
29.May a player voluntarily leave the pitch to take liquid refreshment?  
 
Players are entitled to take liquid refreshments during stoppages in play but only at the touch line.  
 
30.Where may substitutes perform their warm-up exercises?  
 
If possible, behind the team benches. If this is not possible, the substitutes shall warm up in an area that does not impede the 
players or referees, but under no circumstances may they warm up behind the opponent’s goal. Substitutes warming up shall 
wear clothing that distinguishes them from the players.  
 
31.How many persons may give instructions from the area surrounding the team bench?  
 
Only one person at a time may give instructions, from a standing position if he/she wishes, provided he/she remains off the 
pitch next to his/her own bench in the technical area and does not impede the referees or players. He/She shall always 
behave appropriately.  
 
32.A match is extended so that a penalty kick, a kick from the second penalty mark or a direct free kick without a wall can be 
taken. May the referees allow the team taking the kick to make a substitution?  
 
No, only the goalkeeper of the defending team may be substituted.  
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LAW 4 – THE PLAYERS’ EQUIPMENT 
 
1.If the color of the shirts of the two goalkeepers is the same, what action shall the referee take if neither have another shirt 
to change into?  
 
He/She shall allow play to begin.  
 



2.Law 4 provides that the players shall wear jerseys or shirts of a different color to the opposing team and the goalkeepers. 
Shall the goalkeeper wear jerseys or shirts of a different color to those of the referees?  
 
Yes, the players and goalkeepers shall wear clothing that distinguishes them from the referees.  
 
3.When shall a player be cautioned for removing his shirt while celebrating a goal?  
 
He/She shall be cautioned for unsporting behavior if he/she pulls his shirt over his head or covers his head with his shirt.  
 
4.What action shall the referees take if a player removes his shirt to reveal a similar shirt underneath?  
 
The shall caution the player for unsporting behavior.  
 
5.May a player wear equipment designed to protect him against injury during a match?Player may wear protective 
equipment such as knee pads, arm pads and face masks provided they comply with the provisions of Law 3, i.e. provided they 
pose no danger to either the player himself/herself or to other players. 
6.May a player wear spectacles during a match?  
 
Modern sports spectacles made of plastic or similar material shall not be considered dangerous. Referees shall permit their 
use in these conditions.  
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LAW 4 – THE PLAYERS’ EQUIPMENT 
 
7.The referees request a player to remove jewellery. Some minutes later, the referees realize that the player is still wearing 
the jewellery. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The shall caution the player for unsporting behavior and instruct him/her to leave the pitch to remove the jewellery.  
 
8.Are player permitted to use tape to cover jewellery?  
 
No.  
 
9.A player accidently loses his/her footwear and immediately scores a goal. Shall the goal be awarded?  
 
Yes. The player did not deliberately play without footwear, but lost it by accident.  
 
10.Is radio communication between the players and technical staff permitted?  
 
No.  
 
11.Are members associations permitted to modify or adapt Law 4 for their own competitions?  
 
No. Law 4 is excluded from the modifications described in the Notes on the Futsal Laws of the Game.  
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LAW 5 – THE REFEREE AND THE SECOND REFEREE 
 
1.If the ball strikes one of the referees in the face while he is on the pitch and then enters the goal while he is temporarily 



incapacitated, shall a goal be awarded?  
 
Yes, but only if the goal is legal in the opinion of the other referee.  
 
2.During a match, an object thrown by a spectator strikes a match official (referee, second referee, third referee or 
timekeeper) or a player. Play shall be stopped in order for this person to receive medical treatment. Shall the referee allow the 
match to continue?  
 
Depending on the severity of the incident, the referee may allow the match to continue, suspend play or abandon the match. 
In any case, he/she shall report the incident to the appropriate authorities.  
 
3.Is the referee authorized to stop play, if in his/her opinion, the lighting is inadequate?  
 
Yes.  
 
4.Most matches are played under artificial lighting, but this sometimes fails. In such a case, if the lighting system cannot be 
repaired, shall the whole match be replayed or just the remaining minutes?  
 
If the referee stops the match before the end of the regulation playing time for any of the reasons stated in Law 5, the match 
shall be replayed in full, unless the regulations of the competition state that the score at the time play was suspended shall be 
final.  
 
5.May a captain for a team official send off one of this team’s players or substitutes for an offense punishable by a sending 
off?  
 
No. Only the referee may send off a player or substitute.  
 
6.Does a team captain have the right to question a refereeing decision?  
 
No, neither a captain nor any other player has the right to show disagreement with a refereeing decision.  
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LAW 5 – THE REFEREE AND THE SECOND REFEREE 
 
7.A player is guilty of a cautionable or sending-off offence, but the referees allow play to continue in accordance with the 
advantage rule. When shall they caution or send off the player? 
 
He/She shall be cautioned or sent off when the ball next goes out of play. 
 
8.The referees allow play to continue in accordance with the advantage rule, even though a player has committed a 
cautionable offense. Play is then stopped to award a free kick to the team against which the initial offense was committed. A 
player takes the free quickly to gain an advantage. Is this permitted?  
 
No. The referees shall not allow the kick to be taken quickly. They shall caution the player who committed the initial offence 
before restarting play.  
 
9.Must the referees show yellow or red cards during the half-time interval or after the match has finished if an infringement 
has been committed?  
 
Yes. The referees must caution or send off players until such time as they leave the pitch.  
 
10.What action shall a referee take if the two captains agree to forego the half-time interval but one of the players insists on 
his right to take an interval?  
 
Players are entitled to an interval and the referee shall guarantee this right.  
 



11.Do referees have the authority to order team officials away from the lines that mark the pitch boundaries?  
 
Yes, the referees have the right to take such measures, even if the match is being played on a public pitch.  
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LAW 5 – THE REFEREE AND THE SECOND REFEREE 
 
12.A team official is guilty of misconduct. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall send the official away from the team bench and its vicinity to a place behind the protection barriers (where such 
barriers exist). The referees shall report the incident to the appropriate authorities.  
 
13.The ball crosses the touch line, but before the referees declare the ball out of play, a defending player inside the penalty 
area strikes an attacking player with excessive force. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The defending player shall be sent off for violent conduct and shown the red card. Play shall be restarted with a kick-in since 
the ball was out of play when the offence occurred.  
 
14.How shall the referees react if, during the course of a match, they realize that one of the teams is deliberately trying to 
lose? Shall they draw the attention of the team in question to the fact that if it continues to play in that way, they shall 
abandon the match in accordance with the provisions of Law 5?  
 
The referees do not have the right to stop the match in this case.  
 
15.While the ball is in play, two opposing players commit offences at the same time. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall stop play and, depending on the offences, caution or send off the players or take no disciplinary action. Play shall 
be restarted with a dropped ball at the 
place where the ball was located when the offences were committed *.  
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LAW 5 – THE REFEREE AND THE SECOND REFEREE 
 
16.A spectator blows a whistle and a defender inside his/how own penalty area picks up or touches the ball with the hands in 
the belief that play has been stopped. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The referees shall consider the sound of the whistle external interference, stop play and restart play with a dropped ball from 
the place where the ball was located when the incident occurred *.  
 
17.During goal clearances, the referee shall position himself/herself on the touch line opposite the timekeeper’s table and the 
benches to give the order to start or restart play. Shall he/she always operate on this touch line during matches?  
 
No, only for goal clearances. The referees may change touch lines as necessary and whenever it helps the flow of play.  
 
18.If the referee is injured, shall the second referee replace him/her?  
 
Yes, the third referee shall replace the second referee and the timekeeper shall replace the third referee.  
 
19.During a match for which no third referee has been named, the referee decides to relieve the second referee of his/her 
duties, or the second referee injures himself/herself. May the timekeeper assume the duties of the second referee?  
 
Yes, if the timekeeper is qualified to do so and it is possible to substitute him/her.  
 
20.May the second referee enter the pitch to signal a foul, line up a wall, caution a player, etc?  
 
Yes.  
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 LAW 5 – THE REFEREE AND THE SECOND REFEREE 
 
21.The second referee is about to show a player the yellow card. At that very instant, the referee shows the same player the 
red card. Whose decision shall prevail?  
 
The referee’s. Whenever there is a difference of opinion, the referee’s decision shall be final.  
 
 
 
 
22.How shall the second referee proceed after a goal had been scored?  
 
He/She or the referee shall approach the timekeeper’s table to indicate the number of the goal scorer to the third referee, 
where applicable, and the timekeeper.  
 
23.What are the second referee’s duties during the taking of a penalty kick?  
 
To check if the ball has completely crossed the goal line and that the goalkeeper remains on the goal line until the ball is put 
into play.  
 
24.What are the second referee’s duties during the taking of a kick from the second penalty mark or a direct free kick without 
a wall?  
 
To check if the ball has completely crossed the goal line and that the goalkeeper does not advance to within fifteen feet of the 
ball before it is put into play.  
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LAW 6 – THE TIMEKEEPER AND THE THIRD REFEREE 
 
1.A goal clearance or free kick to the defending team is taken in that team’s own penalty area. Shall the chronometer be 
started before the ball leaves the penalty area?  
 
No. The chronometer shall be started once the ball is in play.  
 
2.Who shall determine whether a goal was scored before, at the same time as, or after the acoustic signal has sounded at the 
end of a period of play?  
 
The referee. If an offence occurs that results in a direct free kick without a wall, a kick from the second penalty mark or a 
penalty, it is also up to the referee to decide whether the incident occurred before, at the same time as, or after the acoustic 
signal.  
 
3.The timekeeper sounds the acoustic signal by mistake while the ball is in play. What action shall the referees take?  
 
If the acoustic signal does not prompt any action that prejudices either team, the referee shall wave play on. If the match has 
to be stopped, play shall be restarted with a dropped ball at the place where the ball was located when the match was 
interrupted *.  
 
4.A player leaves the pitch without the referees’ permission, for reasons that are not deemed acceptable in the Futsal Laws of 
the Game. Shall the third referee or timekeeper inform the referees?  
 
Yes, if the advantage rule cannot be applied. If not, the acoustic signal shall be sounded to alert the referees. Where it is 
necessary to stop play, the referees shall punish the player’s team with an indirect free kick from the place where the ball was 
located when the offence was committed *. If the advantage rule was applied, the acoustic signal shall be sounded at the 
next stoppage of play. The player shall be cautioned for deliberately leaving the pitch without the referees’ permission.  
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LAW 6 – THE TIMEKEEPER AND THE THIRD REFEREE 
 
5.After a stoppage in play, the timekeeper forgets to restart the chronometer. What action shall the referees take? 
 
They shall order the unrecorded time to be added. 
 
6.A player’s two-minute expulsion period has expired. Who may authorize a substitute to come on in his/her place? 
 
Either of the referees, the third referee or the timekeeper. 
 
7.One of the teams commits its fifth accumulated foul. How shall the third referee and the timekeeper proceed?  
 
The timekeeper shall alert the referees using the acoustic signal so that they can in turn inform the offending team, unless the 
referees apply the advantage rule by giving the mandatory signal, in which case they shall do so after the ball has gone out of 
play. Furthermore, the third referee shall place the fifth accumulated foul sign on the part of the timekeeper’s table nearest to 
the half defended by the infringing team as soon as the foul has been sanctioned, or once the referees have given the 
mandatory signal that the advantage rule is to be applied following the accumulated foul.  
 
8.The main public display chronometer at the venue where the match is being played stops working. What action shall the 
referees take?  
 
The timekeeper shall always carry a pocket chronometer with him/her so that he/she can continue to time the match. In 
these circumstances an official from each team shall be permitted to enquire how much time has elapsed. This pocket 
chronometer shall be used to measure the duration of the time-outs in the event that there is no other instrument in the hall.  
 
9.The timekeeper or the third referee realizes that the official chronometer is not working properly. Whom shall they inform.  
 
The referees.  
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LAW 6 – THE TIMEKEEPER AND THE THIRD REFEREE 
 
10.A substitution takes place that does not comply with the procedure laid down in the Futsal Laws of the Game. What action 
shall the timekeeper or third referee take?  
 
If the ball is in the offending team’s possession, they shall sound the acoustic signal to alert the referees; If not, they shall do 
so as soon as the offending player’s team has possession of the ball or play has stopped.  
 
11.Shall the third referee keep a record of the players on the pitch at all times?  
 
Yes.  
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LAW 7 – THE DURATION OF THE MATCH 
 
1.Extra time is to be played to determine the winner of a match or play-off. Are players entitled to an interval between the 
two periods of extra time?  
 
It is generally accepted that players are entitled to an interval between the end of normal time and the start of extra time. It 
is not customary for there to be another interval between the two periods of extra time.  
 
2.Shall the referees take into account the progress of a move or the position of the ball when they whistle for the end of each 



period of play?  
 
No. They shall simply comply with the criteria laid down for correct timing and the Futsal Laws of the Game.  
 
3.May a penalty kick, a kick from the second penalty mark or a direct free kick without a wall be followed by second-phase 
play?  
 
No.  
 
4.Law 7 refers to the duration of a match. Does this refer to the actual playing time?  
 
Yes.  
 
5.At kick-offs, at what point shall the chronometer be started?  
 
At the moment the ball is kicked towards the opposite half of the pitch.  
 
6.A kick from the second penalty mark or a direct free kick without a wall is being taken or retaken outside normal playing 
time. What action shall the referee take if the ball bursts or deflates before it hits the goalposts, crossbar or goalkeeper, but 
without crossing the goal line?  
 
The referee shall order the kick to be retaken with a new ball.  
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LAW 8 – THE START AND RESTART OF PLAY 
 
1.May the kick-off be taken by somebody other than the players taking part in the match?  
 
No. If, in certain matches (e.g. charity or exhibition matches) a ceremony is arranged whereby a person not participating in 
the match performs an honorary kick-off, the ball shall be brought back to the center circle of the pitch and kicked off in 
accordance with the Laws of the Game.  
 
2.Who shall blow his/her whistle for the start of the match after the timekeeper’s acoustic signal has been sounded?  
 
The referee, who shall stand close to the halfway line. The second referee shall stand level with the penultimate defender of 
the team that is not kicking off.  
 
3.When extra time is played, which team shall kick off?  
 
The referee shall toss a coin and the team that wins the toss shall decide which goal it shall attack in the first half of extra 
time. The other team shall take the kick-off.  
 
4.May a goalkeeper contest a dropped ball like any other player?  
 
Yes. Any player may.  
 
5.When play is about to be started with a dropped ball, the players of one team refuse to take part. What action shall the 
referees take?  
 
The shall restart play by dropping the ball. It is not necessary for both teams to participate in order to restart play with a 
dropped ball.  
 
6.When the ball is dropped to restart play, it bounces directly over the touch line or goal line without having been touched by 
a player. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall restart play with a dropped ball from the same place as before.  
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LAW 8 – THE START AND RESTART OF PLAY 
 
7.Shall a specific distance between players be observed at a dropped ball?  
 
No, only the distance necessary to avoid obstruction and enable the ball to be dropped correctly.  
 
8.Following a kick-off, the ball runs along the halfway line and directly crosses the touch line. What action shall the referees 
take?  
 
They shall order the kick-off to be retaken. The timekeeper will not have started the chronometer, as the ball was not in play.  
 
9.Before kick-off, shall the referee confirm with the goalkeepers or any other player that they are ready to start the match?  
 
No. The referee shall merely check that the pitch is clear and that the players are on it. The timekeeper and the third referee 
shall ensure that substitutes and officials are correctly positioned on their benches.  
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LAW 9 – THE BALL IN AND OUT OF PLAY 
 
1.Shall the ball be deemed out of play if any part of it touches the goal line or the touch line?  
 
No, the whole of the ball must completely cross these lines in order for it to be out of play.  
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LAW 10 – THE METHOD OF SCORING 
 
1.If a referee signals a goal before the ball has completely crossed the goal line and immediately realizes his/her error, what 
action shall he/she take?  
 
Play shall be restarted with a dropped ball *.  
  
 
 
30 LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
1.As the ball is about to be dropped inside the penalty area, a defending player strikes an opponent with excessive force 
before the ball touches the ground. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall send off the player for violent conduct and restart play with a dropped ball, as this is a case of misconduct rather 
than a foul, as the ball was not in play.  
 
 
2.While the ball is in play, two team-mates commit an act of unsporting behavior or violent conduct towards each other on 
the pitch. What actions shall the referees take?  
 
The referees shall caution them or send them off and restart play with an indirect free kick to the opposing team from the 
place where the ball was located when the offence was committed *.  
 
3.While the ball was in play, the goalkeeper strikes with excessive force a forward whose momentum has carried him/her off 
the pitch into the area enclosed by the goal line and the goal nets. What action shall the referee take?  
 
They shall stop play, send off the goalkeeper and restart play with an indirect free kick at the place where it was located when 



play was stopped *.  
 
 
4.A forward goes past the goalkeeper and shoots at the open goal. A defender throws a shoe or similar object, which strikes 
the ball inside his/her penalty area and prevents it from entering the goal. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The shoe or similar object shall be considered an extension of the player’s hand. Play shall be stopped, the goalkeeper’s team 
shall be punished with the award of a penalty kick and the offending player shall be sent off for preventing a goal by 
committing deliberate handling of the ball.  
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LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
5.A forward goes past the goalkeeper and shoots at the open goal. The goalkeeper throws a boot or similar object, which 
strikes the ball inside his/her penalty area and prevents it from entering the goal. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The goalkeeper shall be cautioned for unsporting behavior and the match shall be restarted with in indirect free kick from the 
point on the penalty area line nearest to the position of the ball when it was struck by the object.  
 
6.An outfield player standing in his own penalty area holding a shinguard strikes the ball with the shinguard to prevent it 
from entering the goal. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The referees shall award a penalty kick and the player shall be sent off for preventing a goal. The shinguard shall be 
considered an extension of the player’s hand.  
 
7.What happens if, in a similar situation to the question above, the player in question is the goalkeeper?  
 
The referees shall stop play, caution the goalkeeper for unsporting behavior and restart play with an indirect free kick to the 
opposing team from the penalty area line at the place nearest to where the offence was committed *.8. A player who has 
left the pitch to receive medical treatment but has not been substituted trips another player on the pitch. What action shall 
the referees take?  
 
They shall caution the player for entering the pitch without the referees’ permission. The trip could lead to sanction if the 
referees adjudge it to be misconduct. The shall restart play with a direct free kick* or penalty kick.  
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LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
9.A player enters the pitch in accordance with the substitution procedure and then deliberately handles the ball. What action 
shall the referees take?  
 
They shall restart play with a direct free kick or penalty kick *. If, in the opinion of the referees, the player’s handling of the 
ball also constitutes unsporting behavior, he/she shall also be cautioned. The referees shall send off the player if they consider 
that he prevented a goal or an obvious goal scoring opportunity.  
 
10.A forward running with the ball encounters a defender in his/her path and goes off the pitch in order to continue playing 
the ball. The opponent deliberately holds back the player on the other side of the touch line to prevent him/her from 
continuing his/her run, but without leaving the pitch himself/herself. What actions shall the referees take?  
 
They shall stop play and caution the defender for unsporting behavior. Play shall be restarted with a dropped ball at the place 
where the ball was located when play was stopped *, as this is a case of misconduct rather than a foul.  
 
11.While the ball is in play, a player standing inside his/her own penalty area violently throws an object at an opponent 
standing outside said penalty area. What actions shall the referees take?  



 
They shall stop play and send off the offending player for violent conduct. Play shall be restarted with a direct free kick from 
the place where the offense occurred, i.e. where the object struck or would have struck the opponent *.  
 
12.A player on the pitch violently throws an object, e.g. a shoe, at a person seated in the team bench. What action shall the 
referees take?  
 
They shall stop play and send off the offending player for violent conduct. Play shall be restarted with an indirect free kick 
from the place where the player threw the object *.  
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LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
13.While the ball is in play, a substitute violently throws an object, e.g. a shoe, at a player of the opposing team. What action 
shall the referees take?  
 
They shall stop play and send off the substitute for violent conduct. Play shall be restarted with an indirect free kick to the 
opposing team from the place where the ball was located when play was stopped.  
 
14.A player standing in his/her own penalty area strikes the referee. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall stop play and send off the player for violent conduct. Play shall be restarted with an indirect free kick to the 
opposing team, to be taken from the point on the penalty area line nearest to where the offence occurred.  
 
 
15. A goalkeeper standing inside his/her own penalty area deliberately handles the ball outside the penalty area. What action 
shall the referees take?  
 
They shall award a direct free kick to the opposing team. If, in the opinion of the referees, the goalkeeper is also guilty of 
unsporting behavior or of denying an opponent an obvious goal scoring opportunity, they shall apply further appropriate 
sanctions.  
 
16. A goalkeeper controls the ball with his/her hands in the penalty area, and passes it to a team-mate who is also inside the 
penalty area. The latter miskicks the ball back towards his/her own goal. The goalkeeper touches it with his/her hands but 
fails to stop it entering the goal. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall award the goal.  
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LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
17.While in his/her penalty area, a goalkeeper holds the ball in his hands then places it on the ground and takes it outside the 
penalty area. He/She then decides to re-enter the penalty area and touches the ball again with his/her hands. What action 
shall the referees take?  
 
They shall award an indirect free kick to the opposing team if more than four seconds have elapsed *.  
 
18.In open play, a goalkeeper bounces the ball before throwing or kicking it. Is it an offence to bounce the ball?  
 
No. According to the spirit of the Law, he/she shall not be regarded as having released the ball from his/her possession, 
unless more than foul seconds have elapsed.  
 
19.If a goalkeeper is bouncing the ball, may an opponent play the ball as it touches the ground without being guilty of 



dangerous play? No.  
 
20.After taking possession of the ball, a goalkeeper allows it to lie on the palm of his hand. An opponent approaches him from 
behind and heads the ball from his hand. Is this permitted?  
 
No.  
 
21. In open play, when a goalkeeper throws or releases the ball back into play with his/her hands, an opponent 
intercepts it before it touches the ground. Is this permitted?  
 
No. It is an offense to prevent the goalkeeper from throwing or releasing the ball with his hands. Throwing and releasing the 
ball with the hands shall be considered a single action.  
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LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
22 A outfield player standing outside his penalty area deliberately handles the ball inside the penalty area. What action shall 
the referees take?  
 
They shall award a penalty kick. The offense of deliberate handball includes the unlawful use of the arm, forearm or hand.  
 
23.The attacking team takes a kick-in and the defending goalkeeper tries to catch the ball. The goalkeeper misses the ball 
completely and a team-mate punches the ball over the crossbar. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall award a penalty kick and caution the player for unsporting behavior. The player shall not be sent off for preventing 
a goal or an obvious goal scoring opportunity, as a goal may not be scored directly from a kick-in.  
 
24.A player tries to prevent the ball from entering the goal by deliberately handling it, but fails. What action shall the referees 
take?  
 
They shall caution the player for unsporting behavior and award the goal.  
 
25.A player, not including the goalkeeper when he/she is standing in his/her own penalty area, handles the ball deliberately in 
an attempt to prevent it from reaching an opponent. What actions shall the referees take if his/her attempt fails?  
 
If the referee apply the advantage rule, they shall caution the offending player for unsporting behavior at the next stoppage 
in play.  
 
26.A player accidently intercepts a ball with his outstretched hands or arms while it is in play. Shall the referee take any 
action?  
 
No. No offense has been committed because the player did not act deliberately.  
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LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
27.A player blocks an opponent using physical contact. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall punish the offending player’s team with a direct free kick or a penalty kick for holding an opponent.  
 
28.Is it permitted for the referees to show a red card to a substitute to indicate he/she must leave the team bench and go to 
the changing room, irrespective of whether he/she has taken part in the match, for his/her use of offensive, insulting or 
abusive language or gestures?  
 



Yes. All players and substitutes fall under the referees’ jurisdiction whether they are on the pitch or not. The red card is used 
to clearly indicate the sanction.  
 
29.A player deliberately lies on the ball for an unreasonable length of time. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall stop play, caution the player for unsporting behavior and award an indirect free kick to the opposing team *.  
 
30.One of the referees cautions a player, who then apologizes for his/her misconduct. May the referees omit to report the 
incident?  
 
No, all cautions shall be reported.  
 
31.May referees show yellow or red cards to team officials?  
 
No. Cards may only be shown to players or substitutes, but the referees may take disciplinary action against officials, 
excluding a caution.  
 
32.A player challenging for the ball makes contact with the goalkeeper, who is inside his/her penalty area. Is this permitted?  
 
Challenging the goalkeeper is permitted. A player shall only be penalized if the challenge consists of a jump, charge or push 
on the goalkeeper which is careless, reckless or excessively forceful.  
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LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
33.Is it permitted for two or more players to challenge an opponent at the same time?  
 
Yes, provided the challenges are legal.  
 
34. A defender holds on to a forward outside his/her penalty area and continues to hold him/her when the forward 
enters the penalty area. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The defender shall be penalized with the award of a penalty kick.  
 
35.A player plays in a dangerous manner by raising his/her leg when the opponent tries to head the ball and making contact 
with the opponent’s head. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall punish the offending player’s team with the award of a direct free kick or penalty kick.  
 
36.May referees play advantage when the foul-second rule is broken?  
 
They may play advantage only if the offence is committed by the goalkeeper through attempting to control the ball in his/her 
own half of the pitch with his/her hands or feet and losing possession. In all other situations, this action shall not be 
considered an offence; consequently the advantage rule may not be applied.  
 
37.A player enters the pitch after one of his team-mates has served the two-minute expulsion period and after receiving 
authorization to do so from the third referee or timekeeper. From which area of the pitch shall he/she enter?  
 
From his/her team’s substitution zone; if not, he/she shall be punished for breaching the substitution rules in the Futsal Laws 
of the Game.  
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38.A player asks to leave the pitch but, as he/she is walking off, the ball comes toward him/her and he/she kicks the ball at 
goal. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall caution the player for unsporting behavior. The game shall be restarted with an indirect free kick to the opposing 
team from the place where the infringement occurred *.  
 
39.The third referee of the timekeeper observes a player committing violent conduct. The referees do not see either the 
offense or the signal from the third referee or timekeeper and the offending player’s team scores a goal. One of the referees  
then hears or see the signal from the third referee or timekeeper. What action shall they take?  
 
They shall disallow the goal, send off the guilty player and restart play with a direct free kick *.  
 
 
 
40.After a goal is scored, one of the referees sees or hears a signal from the third referee or timekeeper. The third referee or 
the timekeeper informs the referees that before the ball entered the goal, the goalkeeper of the team that scored the goal 
struck an opponent with excessive force inside his/her own penalty area. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall disallow the goal, send off the goalkeeper for violent conduct and award a penalty kick to the opposing team.  
 
41.When shall a sliding tackle with the intention of playing the ball with the feet be considered legal?  
 
When the opponent does not have control of the ball; if the tackle occurs when the opponent has control of the ball and the 
referees consider the action to be serious foul play, the offending player shall be sent off.  
  
 
39 
  
LAW 11 – FOULS AND MISCONDUCT 
 
42.A player moves towards the opposing goal and has an obvious goal-scoring opportunity. The opposing goalkeeper comes 
out of his penalty area and dispossesses the player with his feet by means of a sliding tackle. What action shall the referees 
take?  
 
They shall send off the goalkeeper for preventing an obvious goal-scoring opportunity by committing an offence punishable 
by a direct free kick. They shall record an accumulated foul against the offending team and restart play with a direct free kick 
from the place where the offense occurred.  
 
43.A goalkeeper passes the ball to a team-mate, who passes it straight back. The ball does not leave their half of the pitch. 
Shall the referees take any action?  
 
They shall award an indirect free kick against the goalkeeper’s team from the place where he/she touched the ball for a 
second time *.  
 
44.A team is playing with one player fewer following a sending off; a second player of the same team is then sent off 
immediately afterwards. While the team is playing with two players fewer, they concede a goal. How many players may come 
onto the pitch after the goal, bearing in mind that the players have not yet served their two-minute expulsions?  
 
Only one player may come onto the pitch; the other player shall wait for the two minutes to elapse, unless the opposing team 
scores another goal.  
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45.A player who commits an offence is cautioned for the second time in a match or sent off following the application of the 
advantage rule. If his/her team conceded a goal during the advantage but before play was stopped to caution the player, 
shall it still play with one player fewer for two minutes?  
 
No, the offense was committed before the goal was scored, so the player may not continue to participate in the match, but 
may be substituted provided that the directives in Decision 1 of Law 11 are followed.  
 
46.A player commits an offence during the interval between the two periods of normal time or extra time that leads to 
his/her sending off. Shall his/her team start the next period with one fewer player if he/she was playing when the period 
ended?  
 
Yes, his/her team shall start the next period with one player fewer.  
 
47.What if the offense was committed after the match had ended and before extra time (where necessary) had started?  
 
His/her team shall start extra time with one player fewer.  
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1.A player takes a free kick from outside his/her own penalty area and then deliberately touches the ball with his/her hands 
before another player has played it. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall punish the more serious offence by awarding a direct free kick* or a penalty kick if the offence took place inside the 
player’s own penalty area.  
 
2.A team is awarded a direct free kick in its own penalty area. The player taking the kick passes it directly to his/her own 
goalkeeper, who is also positioned in the penalty area but who misses it, as a result of which the ball enters the goal. What 
action shall the referees take?  
 
The kick shall be retaken, as the ball does not come into play until it has left the penalty area.  
 
3.A team is awarded an indirect free kick inside its own penalty area. The player taking the kick strikes the ball with his/her 
foot and it rebounds off a team-mate also situated inside the penalty area and enters the goal. What action shall the referees 
take?  
 
The kick shall be retaken if the ball did not leave the penalty area, as the ball shall not be deemed in play until it has left said 
area.  
 
4.When a goal clearance or a free kick is taken from within a player’s own penalty area, at what point may opposing players 
enter the penalty area?  
 
The player may not enter the penalty area until the ball has left it.  
 
5.May a free kick be taken by flicking the ball up with one foot or both feet simultaneously?  
 
Yes. The ball comes into play when it is kicked and set in motion.  
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6.When taking a free kick awarded to their team, may players use feints or tricks to confuse opponents?  
 
Yes, this is permitted and is part of futsal. If any opponents move to within fifteen feet of the ball, they shall be cautioned for 
not respecting the regulation distance. The four-second count shall be stopped and restarted when the situation returns to 
normal. If the team taking the free kick takes longer than four seconds, the referee shall award an indirect free kick to the 
opposing team *.  
 
7.An indirect free kick is awarded to the attacking team outside the defending team’s penalty area. Neither of the referees 
raises his/her arm to indicate that the kick is indirect and the ball is kicked directly at goal. What action shall the referees 
take?  
 
The indirect free kick shall be retaken as the initial offence punished by an indirect free is not annulled by the referees’ error.  
 
8.A player takes a free kick quickly and the ball enters the goal. The referees did not have enough time to indicate that the 
free kick was indirect. What action shall the referees take?  
 
The shall order the indirect free kick to be retaken from the original position, as they previously did not have enough time to 
give the relevant signal.  
 
9.A player takes a free kick quickly. An opponent situated within fifteen feet of the ball intercepts it as he has not had time to 
position himself/herself at the regulation distance. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall allow play to continue.  
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10.A player intends to take a free kick quickly. An opponent situated near the ball deliberately prevents him/her from taking 
the kick quickly. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall caution the player and show him/her the yellow card for delaying the restart of play.  
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LAW 13 – ACCUMULATED FOULS 
 
1.A player commits an offence that, according to Law 11, must be penalized with a direct free kick, but the ball is not in play. 
What action shall the referees take? 



 
An offence has been committed, but not a foul. Consequently, it shall not be recorded as an accumulated foul. Depending on 
the nature of the offense committed, the referees shall decide whether or not to take disciplinary measures. 
 
2.While the ball is in play, a substitute commits an offense that is punishable by a direct free kick. What action shall the 
referees take? 
 
If the substitute infringed the substitution procedure, an indirect free kick shall be awarded against his/her team in the event 
that the advantage rule cannot be applied, to be taken from the place where the ball was located at the time of the stoppage 
*. However, no accumulated foul shall be recorded against his/her team, irrespective of whether advantage was played or 
not. 
 
The referees shall take the appropriate disciplinary measures. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.The referee play advantage after an offense which, if play had been stopped, would have led to the match being restarted 
with a direct free kick. Shall they record an accumulated foul against the offending player’s team once the ball has gone out  
of play?  
 
Yes. If the referees applied the advantage rule, they shall subsequently indicate to the timekeeper and the third referee that 
an accumulated foul is to be recorded against the offending player’s team by giving a signal consisting of raising their right 
arms and index fingers and pointing their left arms towards the goal of the team that committed the offence.  
 
If the player in question is guilty of misconduct, he/she shall also be sanctioned when the ball next goes out of play.  
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4.Two players on different sides commit a foul punishable by a direct free kick at exactly the same time. Shall these fouls be 
recorded as accumulated fouls?  
 
Yes, because the players committed fouls punishable by a direct free kick, which are therefore accumulated, but play shall be 
restarted with a dropped ball at the place where the ball was located when the fouls were committed *.  
 
5.A number of player on the same side commit fouls punishable by a direct free kick at the same time. Shall these fouls be 
recorded as accumulated fouls?  
 
Yes, because the referees would be obliged to stop play on account of these fouls being committed.  
 
6.During the taking of a kick from the second penalty mark or without a wall and after the referee has given the necessary 
signal, a team-mate of the player nominated to take the kick steps forward and takes it instead. What action shall the referee 
take?  
 
The referee shall stop play and restart the game with an indirect free kick to the defending team from where the offence was 
committed *, e.g. from the place within fifteen feet of the ball where the player was situated. The offending player shall be 
cautioned for unsporting behavior.  
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7.During the taking of a kick from the second penalty mark or without a wall, the ball strikes the goalpost or crossbar and 
bursts. What action shall the referees take?  
 
If the ball enters the goal directly after striking the goalposts or the crossbar, the goal shall be awarded.  
 
If the ball does not directly enter the goal after rebounding off the goalposts or crossbar, the goal shall not be awarded. The 
ball shall be replaced and play restarted with a dropped ball *. If the match has been extended at the end of a period or at the 
end of extra time to allow a kick from the second penalty mark or without a wall to be taken, the match shall be declared to 
have ended.  
 
8.A kick from the second penalty mark or without a wall is being taken or retaken outside normal playing time. What action 
shall the referee take if the ball bursts or deflates before it hits the goalposts, crossbar or goalkeeper, but without crossing 
the goal line or touch line?  
 
The referee shall order the kick to be retaken with a new ball from either the second penalty mark or without a wall.  
 
9.A team with four accumulated fouls already recorded against it commits two consecutive fouls punishable by a direct free 
kick, following which the referees apply the advantage rule by giving the mandatory signal. What actions shall the third 
referee and the timekeeper take?  
 
As soon as the sixth foul has been committed, they shall sound the acoustic signal to bring play to a halt and enable a direct 
free kick without a wall or a kick from the second penalty mark to be taken, unless there is an obvious goalscoring 
opportunity.  
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1.The referee orders a penalty kick to be retaken because the goalkeeper did not remain on the goal line. May a different 
player take the retaken penalty?  



 
Yes.  
 
2.At the taking of a penalty kick, the goalkeeper does not remain on the goal line until the ball is kicked and intercepts it. 
What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall order the penalty kick to be retaken.  
 
3.A team-mate of a player taking a penalty kick enters the penalty area or approaches to within fifteen feet of the ball before 
it is put into play. The goalkeeper deflects the shot over the crossbar and goal line. What action shall the referee take?  
 
They shall award an indirect free kick to the defending team from the place where the offence was committed *.  
 
4.A player takes a penalty kick before the referee has given the relevant signal. What action shall the referee take?  
 
He/She shall order the penalty kick to be retaken.  
 
5.At the taking of a penalty kick, after the referee has given the necessary signal a team-mate of the player nominated to 
take the kick steps forward and takes it instead. What action shall the referee take?  
 
The referee shall stop play and restart the game with an indirect free kick to the defending team from where the offence was 
committed *, e.g. from the place within fifteen feet of the ball where the player was situated. The player shall be cautioned 
for unsporting behavior.  
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6.When a penalty kick is taken, the ball strikes the goalpost and/or crossbar and bursts. What action shall the referees take? 
 
If the ball enters the goal directly after striking the goalposts or the crossbar, the goal shall be awarded. 
 
If the ball does not enter the goal directly after striking the goalposts or the crossbar, the goal shall not be awarded. The ball 
shall be replaced and play shall be restarted with a dropped ball * . If the match has been extended at the end of a period or 
at the end of the periods of extra time to allow a kick from the second penalty mark or a kick without a wall to be taken, the 
period shall be declared to have ended. 
 
7.During the taking of a penalty kick outside normal time or to determine the winner of a match, what action shall the referee 
take if the ball bursts or deflates before striking the goalposts, the crossbar or goalkeeper, but without crossing the goal line 
or touch line?  
 
The penalty kick shall be retaken with a new ball.  
 
8.The referee signals for a penalty kick to be taken. A member of the attacking team then strikes an opponent with excessive 
force. The referee notices the incident. What action shall he/she take?  
 
The referee shall wait for the penalty kick to be taken. If a goal is scored, he/she shall order the penalty kick to be retaken and 



then send off the offending player for violent conduct. If no goal is scored, he/she shall stop play and restart it with an indirect 
free kick from the place where the offence was committed* and shall send off the offending player for violent conduct.  
 
9.A player taking a penalty kick passes the ball back to a team-mate who kicks the ball at goal. What action shall the referees 
take?  
 
The referees shall stop play and restart play with an indirect free kick to the defending team from the penalty mark.  
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10.A player taking a penalty kick plays the ball forward to set up a team-mate. Is this permitted?  
 
Yes, provided that the correct penalty kick procedure laid down in the Laws of the Game is respected.  
 
11.A defender standing in his/her own penalty area strikes an opponent with excessive force while the ball is in play in his/her 
opponent’s penalty area. What action shall the referees take?  
 
Play shall be stopped, the defender shall be sent off for violent conduct and a penalty kick shall be awarded against the 
offending player’s team.  
 
12.A match is extended to allow a penalty kick to be taken. May the goalkeeper be substituted before the penalty kick is 
taken?  
 
Yes. He/She may be substituted by another outfield player or by any eligible substitute; if he/she is replaced by an eligible 
substitute, the substitution procedure shall be followed.  
 
13.A player taking a penalty kick makes a feint before kicking the ball. Is this permitted?  
 
Yes.  
 
14.A match is extended to allow a penalty kick, a kick from the second penalty mark or a direct free kick without a wall to be 
taken. The ball hits one of the goalposts, the crossbar or the goalkeeper before crossing the goal line. Shall the goal be 
awarded?  
 
Yes 
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1.Do kicks from the penalty mark to determine the winner of a match form part of the match?  
 
No.  
 
2.The captains of both teams agree not to take kicks from the penalty mark to determine the winner of a match, despite the 
fact that this is stipulated in the competition regulations. What action shall the referee take?  
 
The referee shall report the situation to the appropriate authorities.  
 
3.Who is responsible for selecting which players shall take the kick from the penalty mark to determine the winner of a 
match?  
 
Each team is responsible for selecting which players and substitutes take the first round of five penalty kicks and the order in 
which they do so.  



 
4.During kicks from the penalty mark to determine the winner of a match, the ball bursts after hitting one of the goalposts or 
the crossbar but without entering the goal. Shall the penalty kick be retaken?  
 
No.  
 
5.May an injured player be excused from taking penalty kick to determine the winner of a match?  
 
Yes.  
 
6.At the end of a match, several players leave the pitch and fail to return to take kick from the penalty mark to determine the 
winner of a match. What action shall the referee take?  
 
All players who are not injured and have not been sent off are obliged to participate in taking penalty kicks. If they do not 
return to the pitch, the penalty kicks shall not be taken and the referee shall report the incident to the appropriate authorities.  
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7.May a player be cautioned or sent off during kicks from the penalty mark?  
 
Yes.  
 
8.Kicks from the penalty mark are about to be taken to decide the winner of a match. May the teams nominate any of their 
players to take a penalty kick, regardless of whether they were on the pitch at the end of the match?  
 
Yes, all player and substitutes are eligible to take penalty kicks. Only the goalkeeper may not be substituted, unless he/she is 
injured.  
 
9.After extra time, the lighting fails before or during the taking of penalty kicks. What action shall the referee take?  
 
The referee shall wait a reasonable length of time. If the problem cannot be solved, the result shall be declared in accordance 
with the competition regulations.  
 
10.During kicks from the penalty mark, a goalkeeper is sent off. May he be replaced by a player listed on the team sheet 
before the match kicked off?  
 
Yes.  
 
11.During kicks from the penalty mark, a goalkeeper is injured and is unable to continue. May he/she be replaced by a player 
list on the team sheet before the match kicked off?  
 
Yes, provided that the third referee is informed and he/she in turn then informs the referee.  
 
12.During kicks from the penalty mark, a team is reduced to fewer than three players. Shall the referee abandon the penalty 
kicks?  
 
No. The penalty kicks are not part of the match.  
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13.During kicks from the penalty mark, one or several player(s) is/are injured or sent off. Shall the referee ensure that an 
equal number of penalty takers from each team remain in the other half of the pitch?  
 
No. The equal number of players in each team only applies to the start of the kicks from the penalty mark.  
 
14.At the end of a match, one team has a total of 12 players (including players and substitutes), whereas the other team has 
only 10. Must the number of players in each team be equal before the kicks from the penalty mark may be taken?  
 
Yes, the referee shall ensure that the number of players available to each team is equal before the kicks from the penalty 
mark are taken.  
 
15.Where shall the referees stand during the kicks from the penalty mark?  
 
The referee shall stand level with the penalty mark and give the order for the penalties to be taken from there.  
 
The second referee shall stand on the goal line at the point where the penalty area line and the goal line meet in order to 
check that the ball crosses the goal line and whether the goalkeeper remains on the goal line until the penalty kick is taken.  
 
The third referee shall stand in the opposite half of the pitch with the players available to take the penalty kicks (with the 
exception of the penalty taker, both goalkeepers and those players who have been excluded from taking the penalty kicks), 
ensuring that no players leave said area and that no other persons enter the pitch.  
 
The timekeeper shall sit at the timekeeper’s table and record the penalty kicks that are taken and ensure that the team 
officials and the players excluded from taking the penalty kicks do not leave the team benches. If there is no third referee, the 
time keeper shall carry out the third referee’s duties.  
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16.Where shall the goalkeeper stand while his/her team-mate is taking a penalty kick?  
 
On the opposite side to the referee, level with the penalty mark, on the pitch and more than 15 feet from the penalty mark. 
He/She shall always behave in a sporting manner.  
 
17.A penalty kick is being taken to decide the winner of a match. The ball hits one of the goalposts or the crossbar or the 
goalkeeper before crossing the goal line. Shall the goal be awarded?  
 
Yes.  
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LAW 15 – THE KICK-IN 
 
1.The ball has crossed the touch line, but before the kick-in is taken, a player strikes an opponent with excessive force. What 
action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall send him/her off for violent conduct and restart play with a kick-in.  
 
2.A player, while correctly taking a kick-in, deliberately aims the ball at an opponent’s head or body. What action shall the 
referees take?  
 
They shall not stop play if the ball was not propelled carelessly, recklessly or with excessive force; where such an infringement 
is committed, they shall stop play, take the corresponding disciplinary measure and restart play with a direct free kick or 
penalty, to be taken from the place where the ball struck the opponent *.  



 
3.Is there a minimum distance between the point on the touch line from which a kick-in is taken and the point where the ball 
went off the pitch?  
 
No. The kick-in shall be taken from the place where the ball left the pitch, or level with where the ball struck the ceiling.  
 
4.After an incorrectly taken kick-in, the ball goes directly to an opponent. May play continue in accordance with the 
advantage rule?  
 
No. A player from the opposing team shall retake the kick-in.  
 
5.May a player take a kick-in from a sitting position?  
 
No. A kick-in is only permissible if the correct procedure in the Futsal Laws of the Game is followed and the ball is played with 
the foot.  
 
6.A player taking a kick-in passes the ball to his/her goalkeeper, who touches the ball with his/her hands in an attempt to 
prevent it from entering the goal. Nevertheless, the ball enters the goal. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall apply the advantage rule. The goal shall be awarded.  
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1.A goalkeeper who has taken a goal clearance correctly deliberately plays the ball with his/her hand after the ball has left 
the penalty area but before another player has touched it. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall award a direct free kick to the opposing team. The player may also be liable to disciplinary action under the 
provisions of the Futsal Laws of the Game.  
 
2.A goalkeeper takes a goal clearance with his/her foot. What action shall the referees take?  
 
They shall warn the goalkeeper and instruct him/her to take the goal clearance with his/her hands.  
 
3.After a goal clearance has been taken, but before the ball has left the penalty area, an opponent enters the penalty area 
and is fouled by a defending player. What actions shall the referees take?  
 
The offending player may be cautioned or sent off if appropriate due to the nature of the offense. The goal clearance shall be 
retaken.  
 
4.During a goal clearance, the ball strikes one of the referees inside the penalty area and remains in play. What action shall 
the referees take?  
 
No action is necessary. The ball shall remain in play if it rebounds off one of the referees and remains on the pitch.  
 
5.A goalkeeper takes a goal clearance and the ball crosses the goal line without having left the penalty area. What action 
shall the referees take? They shall order the goal clearance to be retake 
56 
 
LAW 17 – THE CORNER KICK 
 
1.When a corner kick is taken, what is the correct way to place the ball in the corner arc?  
 
The diagram below illustrates some correct and incorrect positions.  



 
 
2.Does the ball have to leave the corner arc in order for it to be in play?  
 
No. The ball comes into play once it has been kicked and is set in motion.  
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